What It Takes To Win 

1 Sam 14:6-15 Jonathan said to the young man who carried his armor, "Come, let us go over to the garrison of these uncircumcised. It may be that the LORD will work for us, for nothing can hinder the LORD from saving by many or by few." 7 And his armor-bearer said to him, "Do all that is in your heart. Do as you wish. Behold, I am with you heart and soul." 8 Then Jonathan said, "Behold, we will cross over to the men, and we will show ourselves to them. 9 If they say to us, 'Wait until we come to you,' then we will stand still in our place, and we will not go up to them. 10 But if they say, 'Come up to us,' then we will go up, for the LORD has given them into our hand. And this shall be the sign to us." 11 So both of them showed themselves to the garrison of the Philistines. And the Philistines said, "Look, Hebrews are coming out of the holes where they have hidden themselves." 12 And the men of the garrison hailed Jonathan and his armor-bearer and said, "Come up to us, and we will show you a thing." And Jonathan said to his armor-bearer, "Come up after me, for the LORD has given them into the hand of Israel." 13 Then Jonathan climbed up on his hands and feet, and his armor-bearer after him. And they fell before Jonathan, and his armor-bearer killed them after him. 14 And that first strike, which Jonathan and his armor-bearer made, killed about twenty men within as it were half a furrow's length in an acre of land. 15 And there was a panic in the camp, in the field, and among all the people. The garrison and even the raiders trembled, the earth quaked, and it became a very great panic. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

It is good for us to be reminded that the God that we serve and that we have met together today to celebrate is a God of victory!  Our God has never lost a battle; He’s undefeated!  Even when it seemed that He was down and out for the count at Calvary, yet He came forth from the grave and won His greatest battle!  Our God is a winner and He is a victorious king and there’s no God even remotely close to how great He is!  

When this great God, this God of victory, comes to work in a person’s life, He intends to be victorious in their life issues as well!  It was in celebrating this great God’s greatest victory over death, that Paul reminded us:

1 Cor 15:57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. ESV

Our great God wants to share His victory with you and I!  He wants you and I to also be victorious and not just in the end of the story, but in the individual and day-to-day battles that we face.  I want to remind you today that God doesn’t set people up to fail and He gives us everything that we need to be victorious in our lives.  Even when we have failed Him, He doesn’t give up on us but as long as there is life, He is working to make us winners.  Truly it is so that:

Matt 12:20-21 a bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not quench, until he brings justice to victory; 21 and in his name the Gentiles will hope." ESV

You may feel as a bruised reed because you have been hurt greatly by trying to fight your battles on your own, or you may feel like a smoldering wick with just a small spark of life left, but understand that He will not put your fire out, even if all you have today is but a little and He will not stop working in your life until “He brings justice to victory” or until you quit altogether seeking Him.  Don’t quit, because God is able to turn the circumstances of your life into a great victory!  You can win and He has provided everything that you need to win!  

It was Vince Lombardi who said, “winning is contagious but unfortunately so is losing.”  Yet remember that, “in His name, the Gentiles will hope.”  Even if you are in the habit of losing and failing and being conquered in your life’s struggles today, realize that you are in the presence of a God who is more than a conqueror!  Let a little of God rub off on you today.  Let a whole lot of God rub off on you!  Remember that this is a God who says, “you can and you will if you’ll let me do my work” and this God has the goods to back it up.  He has everything that we need to be victorious here, yet we must believe it and receive it.  And if you are here and just feeling a bit run down and weakened by the struggles of your life, then God is here with strength for you.  You can be victorious – because God has provided to you what it takes to win!

The story of our text is an illustration of this subject extraordinaire.  I’m drawn to this story because of the greatness of the victory that was won but also because it was fought by two men on what the Bible tells us was “half a furrow’s length in an acre of land.  The term translated as “acre” was literally in the Hebrew “yoke” and referred to the amount of land that a farmer could plow in one day.  And so this great victory speaks to us of the battles that we face day in and day out.  Stay with Jesus and you will win the ultimate war, because in the end He wins.  But He is not just about us being victorious in the end of the matter and at the end of our life being all weary and scarred from having our brains beat out and saying, “but I was victorious.”  Our God is interested in the acres and half acres of our lives; He is concerned with the issues that we face and battle that seems like its all in a normal day’s work for us.  He wants to bring victory – yes in the end of the matter and that is why He conquered death, hell, and the grave – but He also wants for us to be overcomers in the daily struggles here in the field of this world.  And so He has provided us salvation but also so much more and in His kingdom He has given us what it takes to win!

______________________________________________________________________

The setting of our text is a little of the same old story of the Old Testament.  Israel had rejected their God and so the enemy had grown stronger and stronger until the point that Israel was cowering in fear and anguish and was miserable.  They rejected the anointed man of God Samuel and longed for the carnal Saul to be their king.  God told Samuel, “don’t take it personal, Samuel, because they have not rejected you but they have rejected me.”  They traded the Heavenly King of Kings for an earthly king and oh, how they are regretting it in the story of our text!  Saul has turned from God and so God has turned from Saul.  They are in a tough circumstance:  there are no blacksmiths in Israel and their enemy, the Philistines, who had all of the blacksmiths, have come against Israel to destroy them.  Israel has only 600 men and only two swords with which to fight and only the king and his son, Jonathan, have the swords.  The Philistines had 30,000 iron chariots, 6,000 mounted Calvary, and an army that was so numerous as unable to be counted and all of their men had iron swords and shields.  It didn’t look good – it never does when people turn from serving God!  

Saul doesn’t know if he should attack, run, or surrender, so he does nothing.  When we find them at our text, the enemy army is amassed nearby and Saul and his 600 men are hiding beneath pomegranate trees at an area that was known as the pomegranate cave.  He and his men are cowering with fear and they do nothing.  The enemy is taking over their promises and they do nothing.  The enemy is growing stronger and stronger and yet they are content to be at rest beneath the pomegranate trees.  Grown men – the men of God’s anointed people and who bore the mark of His name – yet defeated before the fight began and content to allow the enemy to run roughshod over their lives and to live in doubt, fear, and anxiety.  In the Promised Land and yet settling for a cave!  

But God has always had people in the larger groups of humanity who refused to buy a lie and cower.  God has always had His three Hebrew children who would rather face the fiery furnace than bow to false gods.  God has always had His Elijah and group of prophets who proclaim His cause and fight for His ways even when the rest of the nation was backslidden.  We read the scripture Wednesday night in our Proverbs series:

Prov 28:1 The wicked flee when no one pursues, but the righteous are bold as a lion. ESV  

Sin produces timidity and fearfulness but righteousness produces boldness and courage and faith!  And God always has some righteous even when the hundreds are spiritually lethargic and backslidden.  In Saul’s army of 600, God had only two, Jonathan and his armorbearer, but those two were all that God needed.  And these two rose up to let God use them and showed us:  what it takes to win!  

I’m speaking of your everyday battles in the spiritual realm.  I’m speaking of the struggles of your acres and half acres of life.  I’m speaking of living for God in a sinful world where it often seems like there are struggles.  We live in a world that has chosen carnality and sinfulness to be their king and thus rejected the God of glory and it is no wonder that opposition and hardship are looming so large over their lives!  Christians are not exceptions – we are in this world but not of this world.  We are just passing through, but we have to experience the fight on our own half acres.  Sin and temptation comes at you from all sides; your children are being pulled by worldliness and evil; your relationships seem under attack; it seems that this world would swallow people until they are consumed from the inside out and it is sometimes a struggle to stand for God.  But whatever you do, don’t give up!  Learn the lesson of our text of what it takes to win:

To win, you need a sword.

No matter the arena of the struggle or situation or enemy that you face today – no matter if you are facing sickness or family problems or weariness or sin or just life – I want you to know that you there is a sword that is available that can meet and bring you victory!  The scriptures say:

Heb 4:12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires. NLTse

The Apostle Paul told us:

Eph 6:17 Put on salvation as your helmet, and take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. NLTse

Look at someone and say, “the Word of God is a great sword!”  Look at someone else and say, “you can have this sword!”  The Word of God is alive and powerful.  It is a sharp sword that is able to bring you victory in even the worse of circumstances.  There is no situation that it does not speak to.  There is no situation where you can not find direction from this great Word of God.  Don’t ignore it; listen to it; study it; pick it up and apply it; grow to love it; depend upon it; it will never let you down because this is the very Word of God and it is a great weapon that can bring you victory!  You can win, but you must have a sword!

There are just some things that you will face in life; you have no choice but to live in this world.  Some times things will be a struggle, but whatever you do, don’t face your enemies without a weapon!  And you only need one – the best – the sword of the Word of God!

To win, you’ve got to be willing to fight!

What good is a sword of the greatest quality that is not being used?  The previous chapter tells that there were two swords in Israel and Saul’s was sheathed and idle, but Jonathan’s was out and attacking!  One sword was enough as long as someone was willing to put it to use!  

The response of Saul is neither holy nor correct.  When it seems that the enemy is overwhelming, he just ignores the threat and rests beneath the pomegranate trees and in the cave.  Unfortunately this is too often a picture of Christians – when they are battling things that they don’t understand or that seem impossible, they hang up the “do not disturb” sign on the door and just try to coast.  Like the proverbial ostrich, they think that putting their head in the sand means that the threat has gone away, but oh how foolish that is!  Too many Christians are just resigned to the way things seem in their life.  “Oh, I struggle with this and it seems that this is about to destroy me, {shrug} oh well, that’s just the way it is, I’ll just pretend like it’s not there.”  “My marriage is getting worse and worse but I’ll just put on a fake smile and act like its not so.”  “I’m carnal as mud, haven’t felt God nor sought His presence in weeks and are way out of touch with where I should be and yet I’ll just yawn and go to work and then find diversions to keep my mind off of it and let the enemy get stronger and stronger.”  “My kids are making wrong choices and choosing wrong paths and I’m just going to smile and shrug and say, ‘well kids will be kids’ while the enemy destroys what is most precious to me.”  And you would rather not be bothered with fighting – like Saul in our text, it’s so much easier to rest and chill out and work on your tan and drink lemonade than it is to fight.

Some churches have this Saul mentality:  let’s come together and not really admit that there is a great enemy wreaking havoc in our families and home.  “Let’s ignore the sin word and not talk about relationships.”  “Let’s come together and have one hour of predictable, boring, ritual and go about our business as if we don’t really need God’s intervention.”  Nobody be real, nobody admit any weakness, and everybody ignore the real threat in our lives and let’s just be content with being the first church of the frigidaire!  But somebody’s got to rise up and say, “wait a minute, there’s a real enemy and yet there is a real God and what are we doing here playing with our thumbs when we could be getting the victory?”  But you’ll never get the victory until you make up in your mind to act and to do something and to fight!  

It was Jonathan in our text that came to his senses.  Jonathan wasn’t like the other men; he wasn’t backslidden and he wasn’t out of touch with God.  He shook himself and said to his armorbearer and personal servant, “let’s go and fight the enemy.”  In other words, “I’m not content with just hanging out doing nothing while the enemy grows stronger and stronger, but let’s do something!”  It sounds crazy doesn’t it?  Two attacking hundreds of thousands, but every great victory starts with somebody saying, “I’d rather die trying to make a difference than die doing nothing!”  And so Jonathan begins to talk about action.  To do nothing about your situation and to ignore it is to choose defeat.  “Well, I cannot do anything about it, my situation is too tough” so you are just going to give in to it?  You are just going to accept the negative outcome?  At least if you would move and act, there is a chance of victory!    

Now notice that it wasn’t just the fact that he was willing to fight that was what brought victory, but it was the attitude in which Jonathan determined to act and use his sword.  

To win, you’ve got to act in the language of faith.

Jonathan looks at his armorbearer and says, “it may sound crazy but:

1 Sam 14:6a "Come, let us go over to the garrison of these uncircumcised. It may be that the LORD will work for us, ESV
I like that and such is the sound of faith, “it may be that the Lord will work for us.”  For you to win in this spiritual fight we call living for God, you’re going to have to get your eyes off of what “everybody else” is doing or not doing.  To win, you’re going to have to stop waiting for someone else to take the first step.  To be victorious, you’ve got to stop complaining about what you wish you could see in your situation and make up in your mind to be what needs to be in your situation.  Did you catch that?  Doubt says, “I wish somebody would…”  The language of unbelief says stuff like, “if only someone else would do this for me.”  The language of doubt is great at pushing the onus onto someone else and thus putting the blame on others:  “if I just had some man to help me” was the cry of why the lame man couldn’t get into the pool of Bethesda and he said that even as he was in the presence of the One who sent the angel to trouble the waters in the first place.  Unfortunately, we are well versed in the language of doubt:

· “If somebody would show my children the right way, they could be saved.”

· “If somebody around here would get a burden for the lost and invite people, we could fill up this church and a new church.” 

· “If somebody would start picking up kids and buy a van for the church, we could see our Sunday School grow.” 

· “If someone would really catch on fire, this community could hear and be reached with the power of God’s Spirit.”

· “If somebody would teach a Bible Study, we’d have more baptisms.”  

· “If somebody would pray and fast and believe God to heal the sick, we’d see miracles, signs, and wonders.”  

· “If somebody would come down and call fire down from heaven and do a few magic tricks to convince me that God’s promises are really for me, I might seek Him with all of my heart.” 

· “If somebody else would step out in faith and open themselves to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit and if I’m right near them and feel what they feel and understand everything about it, then I might step out in faith and believe God for the Holy Spirit.”  

· “If somebody else would be healed in front of me, I might have them anoint me with oil and believe God for healing for myself.”  

We are well versed in such language, but that is the language of doubt, when we put it off on someone else!  Doubt always has a “can’t” and an “else” in it as in why can’t somebody else and I can’t…”  But the language of faith is this:  “Let’s act despite the uncertainty and the great odds, because it may be that the Lord will work for us.”  The language of faith is “it may be that God would use me.”  “Come on and join me while I start acting because it may be that God could use us.”  “I’ve never seen God use me or you in this way or that, but let’s step out in faith anyway because it may be that God can use ….”  Such is the language of faith:

· “Let’s believe God for healing anyway because it may be that God can use us.”

· “Let’s fill the empty seats in our cars with children for Sunday School, because it might be that God would use us.”

· “I think I’ll seek God with all of my heart and soul and believe Him for the Holy Spirit because it may be that…”

· “I think I’ll find someone to teach on Jesus’ Name baptism because it may be that…”

· “I think that I’ll get a burden for someone else’s children and try to reach them because it may be that…”

· “I think that I’ll catch on fire and try to be a light to this community because it may be that…”

This is what it takes to win:  a willingness to act and to fight and to try something and to so with the language of faith!  And catch this:

To win, you’ve got to allow the revelation of God’s power overcome your fears.

Jonathan looks at his armorbearer and tells him:

1 Sam 14:6b It may be that the LORD will work for us, for nothing can hinder the LORD from saving by many or by few." ESV
You’ve got to act in faith with the understanding of a great and glorious truth:  “it doesn’t matter how many are for you or against you and it matters not the odds of the matter to the human eye, our God is capable of giving you great victory!  If God is with you, then you’ve got what it takes to win!  Jonathan and his armorbearer don’t take time to try to make 2 = 20,000 they knew that on their own that they were overmatched and outnumbered, but they acted not based upon their own strength, but rather upon a knowledge that “it may be that the Lord will be with us and the Lord can save and work it out no matter how many or how few!”  

How many Christians today are paralyzed by fear?  How many Christians are inhibited because they are frozen by “what if I fail?”  And yet such an attitude doesn’t have a revelation of God’s power!  If God is not with you, then whether you act or not in faith is going to result in defeat.  If you had 100,000 and the enemy had two and God is not with you, then you will end up defeated.  But you will never know whether or not God is with you or not until you act in faith and step out.  “Oh, Pastor, I’m not sure that I can make it living for God; I’m not sure that God can do for me what He has done for you.”  If you do nothing, you will never know and the result will be that He will not.  But if you will step out it just might be that He will!  There is an attitude here of these two young men that is the key to having God work greatly in our lives and it reminds me of the statement of those three Hebrew children who would not bow to Nebuchadnezzar’s idol and instead were willing to face the fiery furnace.  They said:

Dan 3:16-18 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18 But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up." ESV

Did you catch it?  They said, “you don’t have to give us another chance to bow before the idol, oh king, we will not bow and our God is able to deliver us from the fiery furnace but if not we still will not bow.  We’re going to step out in faith and believe God and if He doesn’t do the miraculous, we’re still not going to compromise and we’re still going to step out in faith!  That is the absence of fear!  That is acting with a great revelation of the greatness of God!  If God does not, He’s God and I’m not, but we’re going to act on His promises and be faithful and stay strong and fight anyway!  

So it is with Jonathan and his armorbearer:  “it may be that God will fight for us.”  If they fail and if God is not with them, then they would have been defeated which would have been the same outcome had they done nothing.  But you know the end of the story and that was God showed up and showed out!  Why do you let fear paralyze you from acting in faith?  Why do you say, “what if God is not with me?”  “What if nothing happens when I obey?”  What if you do nothing?  What if you do not act?  The result will be defeat, but if you will cast fear aside and get a revelation of God’s great power and His ability to do the impossible and get the attitude “if I fail, I fail, but it just might be that God would use me…”  And when you cast fear aside and act, God always shows up, just ask the three Hebrew children and ask Jonathan from our text!  The fear of failure always leads to failure but to trust God always makes sense because even if you fail, know that God will show up for you!  This is what it takes to win!  Casting fear aside and deciding to act on faith!  

Somebody speak the language of faith and realize that He is able and He is able to do it against the greatest odds!  It doesn’t matter if you think that you have the ability to change the situation or receive the victory; it matters if you realize that God is able to do it no matter if we have in it ourselves or not!  It is God’s power that we trust in and God’s power that we appeal to and God’s power that we are seeking.  Let us act, “it may be that God will work because He is not limited by any odds no matter how great they are!”  

_______________________________________________________________________  

God has given us a wonderful example of what it takes to win the spiritual battles in our life!  Now notice something else you need to have victory:

To win, you’ve got to unite and agree with a pastor who’s willing to fight with you.

Jonathan was willing to fight the enemy against great odds, but he wasn’t willing to do it by himself.  He spoke to his armorbearer and his armorbearer said:

1 Sam14:7 And his armor-bearer said to him, "Do all that is in your heart. Do as you wish. Behold, I am with you heart and soul." ESV
This took great faith because the armorbearer had no sword; only Jonathan had the sword!  But the armorbearer was united with him in heart and soul.  Catch it:  two men united in faith would accomplish what 598 men divided in doubt were too scared to even try!  Our God works through unity!  He said that where two or three are gathered together in His name, He would be in the midst of them!  He said that if two agree in prayer as touching any one thing, that He would do it!  Unity brings the blessings and anointings of God and when you have two in unity, you always have one more, God Almighty with you!  

Some people need this huge support group before they do the simplest steps.  If you are waiting until you have thousands of people who back you and agree in faith with you before you step out in faith and try God, you’ll never do it.  But all you need is one other person who will agree and fight and stand with you.  This is why you need a church family!  This is why you need to become a part of a local assembly of believers, because it takes somebody else for you to do the impossible in your life!  No man is an island by themselves and no man has within his own ability all that it takes to win his victories in life – you need someone else!  

And the beauty of God’s kingdom is that He has given someone who will fight with you; somebody who will go ahead of you and climb the hill with you; somebody who will use the sword of the Word of God skillfully to knock things down that would destroy you; you don’t have to face life alone because God has put in your life a pastor to help you win the victory! 

Get a mental image of Jonathan the armorbearer and realize what a beautiful portrait of a pastor and a saint that will join and follow him it is.  They climb on their hands and feet, the way up is so steep.  That slope was in a ravine so dark that the large cliffs on either side were given names because they were a prominent landmark.  All of those who win in their everyday struggles in the kingdom of God do so because they submit and follow behind a pastor that is willing to take the sword of the Spirit and to climb their rough spots with them and to traverse even the darkest and most foreboding obstacles with them.  You need a man of God who will look at you and the enemy and the rough place between the two and say, “come on, you can do it, let’s go together!”  They are climbing that spot and Jonathan is hollering back to his armorbearer the whole way, “come on, God has given us the victory!”  “Come on, God is with us”  “Keep climbing; keep crawling; keep clawing; don’t stop; press ever upward; press on and keep your eyes on the promises of God.”  That is the role of the pastor in your life.

And when they get to the top, the enemy comes in like a flood, but Jonathan takes that sword and knocks them down and the armorbearer finishes them off.  There goes one, now get him!  There goes another, now get him!  Such is the role of the pastor in your life.  He is there to inspire you to speak faith and to see faith and to step out believing God and to do with a revelation of how great God is.  He is there to inspire you to climb with him to face those things that you would have never faced on your own, and he is there to use the Word of God to knock things off of you that would have destroyed you, but now you can kill them and now you get the victory over them because the Word of God has struck them and you can conquer them now!  Oh, don’t ever believe the lie that the God-called, man of God is not your friend and don’t believe the lie that you can make it without a man of God in your life because you need a pastor to win!

______________________________________________________________________

And there’s one thing more that you need and it is the most important thing:

To win, you need God to show up and fight for you!

Jonathan and his armorbearer didn’t get very far, just about an acre or so of fighting the enemy when God showed up!  They knocked down one, and then another and then five and then ten and then fifteen and then twenty and all of a sudden the earth began to shake and God took over!  And as the earth began to quake, a great panic came over the enemy and they began to flee and to fight one another and all of a sudden the great, seemingly insurmountable enemy was routed and Jonathan and the armorbearer had won because God had shown up on their behalf!  

If you will follow the formula for victory, then know that God will not let you down!  He has not failed nor deserted anyone in the history of the human race.  He has not changed and He will not fail you now.  If you will embrace the Word of God, that sword of the Spirit; If you are not willing to ignore the things that need to change and to be conquered in your everyday life; if you will act in faith and revelation of God’s great power and if you will listen to the man of God, be willing to unite yourself with him and to follow him, and tackle whatever it is that stands in your way; if you will do what God has laid out here, then know that God will move heaven and earth for you to have victory!  God will show up and show out!  He will do for you as He has promised and as you need!  He will fight for you and God on your side fighting for you is what it takes to win! 

